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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1907 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF 

WIRKSWORTH. 


GENERAL  STATIST]  CS. 

Area  in  acres,  3020. 

Population. — Census  1891,  3725;  Census  1901, 
3807;  estimated  1907,  3870. 

Inhabited  Houses. — Census  1901,  907 ;  new 

houses  erected  in  1907,  3. 

Rateable  value,  =£15,062  11s.  3d. 

Assessable  value,  <£11, 431  7s.  9d. 

General  district  rate,  2s.  4d.  in  the  =£  per 
annum. 

Me.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1907. 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  92  births  (50  males,  42  females; 
87  legitimate,  5  illegitimate),  corresponding  to  a 
birth-rate  of  23*77  per  thousand  population,  com¬ 
pared  with  27*12,  the  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years. 


DEATHS. 

The  nett  deaths  at  all  ages  belonging  to  the 
district  was  67  (28  males,  39  females),  correspond¬ 
ing  to  a  nett  death-rate  of  17*31  per  thousand 
population,  compared  with  15*1,  the  average  for 
the  previous  ten  years.  Eleven  infants  died 
under  one  year  of  age,  corresponding  to  an 
infant  mortality  of  119*56  per  thousand  births 
registered.  The  cause  of  death  of  five  of  the 
eleven  infants  was  premature  birth. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  population  from 
epidemic  diseases  was  *77,  from  Enteric  Fever 
and  Diarrhoea  *51,  and  from  Phthisis  "25. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Each  case  as  soon  as  notified  is  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  draws  up  a  report  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  supposed  origin  of  the  illness,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  house,  and  its  milk 
supply.  On  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  the 


Isolation  Hospital,  or  at  the  termination  of  the*- 
illness  (certified  by  the  medical  attendant),  every 
room  or  part  of  the  house  exposed  to  infection 
is  disinfected  (by  the  Council’s  officers,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector)  with 
Formalin  Spray  and  Sulphur  Candles,  and  floors, 
are  mopped  with  corrosive  sublimate  solution 
1  in  1000.  Bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  to  be  disinfected  by  steam. 

Anti-toxin  is  provided  free  of  charge  to 
persons  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it.  Nine 
injections  of  2000  units  each  were  supplied 
during  the  year. 

Sixty-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 


notified  : — 

Scarlet  Fever .  47 ;  removed  to  Hospital  12 

Diphtheria  .  13;  „  ,,  ,,  1 

Enteric  .  1  ;  ,,  ,,  1 

Erysipelas  .  1;  ,,  ,,  ,,  0 


It  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  value  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital  to  the  district  generally, 
and  to  the  poor  particularly,  in  whose  homes 
isolation  is  impossible.  By  prompt  removal  to 
Hospital  of  isolated  cases  an  epidemic  is  pre¬ 
vented,  and  many  lives  are  saved,  but  the 
Hospital,  with  its  limited  accommodation,  is 
powerless  to  help  us  when,  through  neglecting 
to  use  it,  an  epidemic  is  established. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  are  mainly  quarrying  limestone,  manu¬ 
facturing  tape,  and  dairy-farming. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  house  accommodation  in  the  district  is 
limited,  particularly  for  persons  with  small  in¬ 
comes,  and  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  dealing  with  overcrowding.  The  older  dwell¬ 
ings  of  the  working  classes  are  poor  and  badly 
ventilated,  and  have,  in  close  proximity,  privies 
which  are  not  too  regularly  emptied.  Owing  to 
the  formation  of  the  district,  the  ground  at 
the  back  of  a  number  of  houses  is  above  the 
level  of  the  dwelling. 

In  consequence  of  the  condition  of  the  dwell¬ 
ings,  epidemics  in  the  district  are  severe  and 
accompanied  by  a  high  mortality. 

The  prevalent  habit  of  burning  paraffin  lamps 
in  bedrooms  at  night  for  the  purpose  of  warmth 
is  detrimental  to  health,  and  I  think  responsible 
for  many  cases  of  bronchitis  and  broncho¬ 
pneumonia.  There  were  16  deaths  (nearly  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  deaths)  from  these  diseases 
during  the  year. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  with  privy 
middens  and  pail  closets  is  715;  water  closets, 
268;  and  slop  water  closets,  2. 

SCAVENGING. 

No  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority.  It  is  done  by  the  householders 


irregularly,  and  at  too  long  intervals,  and  often 
only  under  pressure  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

LODGING-HOUSE  (1). 

Regulations  adopted,  1879.  Inspected  6  times. 
No  complaint.  Recently  brought  up  to  date  in¬ 
sanitary  requirements. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  (8). 

Regulations  adopted  1879.  Inspected  32  t  ines. 
Two  notices  served.  Otherwise  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK 
SHOPS  (39). 

Regulations  adopted  1903.  Inspected  39  times. 
Five  notices  served.  Otherwise  satisfactory. 

BAKEHOUSES  (7). 

Inspected  35  times.  No  complaint. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  ETC. 

The  workshops  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  and  are  well  ventilated  and  clean. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Elementary  Schools  are  in  a  sanitary  con¬ 
dition.  All  the  Elementary  Schools  (4)  were 
thoroughly  disinfected  three  times  during  the 
year  by  the  Council's  o  fleers.  The  Masters  are 
promptly  notified  of  each  case  of'  infectious 
disease,  and  children  from  infected  houses  are 
not  allowed  to  attend  school  until  permitted  by 
the  authority.  The  Masters  have  given  great 
assistance  in  our  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  supplied  from  springs  issuing 
from  the  Yoredale  Grit,  and  the  water  in  laid 
on  to  the  town  for  a  constant  service,  which, 
each  year  in  the  dry  season,  becomes  inter¬ 
mittent,  the  supply  being  in  some  years  about 
2000  gallons  per  hour  below  the  requirements  of 
the  district,  for  an  long  a  period  as  120  days.. 
The  springs  are  quite  free  from  any  pollution. 

During  the  year  a  spring  supplying  six  houses 
at  Breamfield  was  found  to  be  contaminated  by 
road  washings  and  by  the  free  access  of  annuals. 
"This  is  being  attended  to. 

The  following  are  the  monthly  returns  by  your 
Water  Bailiff  of  the  gallons  per  hour  flowing 
from  your  springs: — 

Ti.wu  a.  (1  To  al  <  allows 


19N. 

i  >i-r>  jet. 

Bo'ebill. 

pel  Hour 

January  _ 

...  8380  .... 

.  534  .... 

.  8914 

February 

.  8856 

...  492  .... 

.  9348 

March 

6888  . . . . 

.  492  .... 

.  7380 

\pril 

5412 

.  492  . . . . 

.  5904 

May 

3075  .... 

.  392  .... 

.  3467 

.T  one 

5535  _ 

.  492  .... 

.  6027 

.T  n  1  v 

6396  .... 

.  392  .... 

.  6788 

A  n  gn  st. 

5758  ... 

.  363  .... 

.  6121 

September  . 

...  1920  .... 

.  492  .... 

.  ”412 

Oofohpr 

3340 

....  492  .... 

2 ''39 

November  . 

...  5412  .... 

.  4-76  _ 

.  5888 

December  .. 

..12,070  .... 

.  492  .... 

.  12,562 

4 

The  monthly  Rainfall  and  Temperature  records 
will  be  found  appended.  For  these  we  are  again 
indebted  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  of  Bridge  House. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  RROSTER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Wirksworth,  14th  March,  1908. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR,  1907. 

Area  of  district,  3020  acres.  Estimated  No.  of 
houses.  907.  New  houses  erected  1907,  3. 

Informal  Legal 
Notices  Notices 
Served  by  Served  by 
sanitary  Local  Nuisances 
Inspector.  Authority.  Abated. 


Dwelling-houses — 


Repaired  . 
Closed  as 


6 


unfit  for 


6 


habitation  . 

2 

1 

2 

Infect  ed  ho  uses  d  i  s  - 
inf'ected  . 

48 

Drainage — 

No  disconnection  of 
waste  pipe  . 

4 

4 

Defective  traps,  in¬ 
lets,  and  drains . 

32 

32 

Drains  obstructed  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Closets  and  Ashpits — 
Insanitary  privies 

and  ashpits  . 

135 

133 

Insufficient  closet  ac¬ 
commodation  . 

2 

2 

Conversion  of  privies 
into  w.c.'s  . 

3 

3 

Defective  w.c.'s  . 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Defects — 
Surfaces  of  courts 
and  yards  . 

2 

2 

Eaves -spouts  &  down¬ 
spouts  . 

4 

3 

Urinals  defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumula¬ 
tions  . 

147 

2 

146 

Animals  improperly 
kept  . 

1 

_ 

1 

Pigsties  . 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  nuisances  . 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

3 

— 

— 

Foul  condition  of 
houses  . 

5 

— 

5* 

Totals  . 

358 

3 

399 

(*  Disinfected.) 

N  umber 
on 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

N  ot  ices 

Register. 

Made. 

Served. 

Dairies  cowsheds,  and 
milkshops  . 

39 

79 

5 

Bakehouses  . 

7 

35 

- — 

Slaughter-houses  . 

8 

32 

2 

Offensive  trades  . 

1 

6 

— 

Common  lodging-houses 

1 

6 

— 

Totals  . 

5G 

158 

7 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis,  2. 


FRANK  E.  WTNTLE. 


MON THLY  R AIM  ALL 


the  year  1907, 

taken  at  Bridge 

House  : — 

Month,  1907. 

Inches. 

Rainy  Days. 

January  . 

.  1-57  . 

.  14 

February  _ 

.  2-88  . 

.  15 

March  . 

.  1-83  . 

.  13 

April  . 

.  1-84  . 

.  19 

Hay  . 

.  3-77  . 

.  19 

June  . 

.  4-51  . 

.  22 

July  . 

.  3*31  . 

21 

A  ugust  . 

.  3*60  . 

.  16 

September  ... 

.  -73  . 

6 

( )ctober  . 

.  5-12  . 

.  20 

November  ... 

.  3*74  . 

.  21 

December  ... 

.  3-41  . 

36-31 


YEARLY  RAINFALL 
-since  1891,  taken  at  Bridge  House  : — 


Y  eae  Inches. 

1891  .  40-66 

1893  .  28-69 

1893  . 22-77 

1891  .  29-55 

1895  .  32-36 

1896  .  32-40 

1897  .  35*32 

1898  .  29.60 

1899  .  32-34 

1990  .  40-10 

1901  .  32-35 

1902  .  29-45 

1903  .  38-32 

1904  .  27-79 

1905  .  26-16 

1906  .  35-82 


TEMPERATURE 


at  Bridge  House,  Wirksworth,  for  the  year  end- 


ing  31st  December,  1907  : — 

Mean  Mean 

Month 

V 1  M  X 

VI  in 

Mean 

H  i  idlest. 

Lowest. 

Jan . 

41 

...  31  ... 

36 

...  49  . 

.  14 

Feb . 

40-1- 

...  29!  ••• 

341 

...  51 

.  18 

March  ... 

501 

...  33!  ••• 

42 

65 

.  24 

April  .... 

51! 

...  37!  ... 

44! 

...  63  . 

.  28 

May  . 

57| 

...  42!  ... 

49f 

...  77 

.  32 

June  . 

591 

...  46!  ... 

53 

...  70 

.  40 

July  . 

61f 

...  48  ... 

55 

...  72  . 

.  40 

Aug . 

63! 

...  48!  ••• 

56 

...  69  . 

.  42 

Sept . 

64 

...  47!  ... 

55! 

...  70 

.  38 

Oct . 

54! 

...  41f 

48 

...  63 

.  31 

Nov . 

47 

...  37  ... 

42 

...  58  . 

.  25 

Dec . 

42! 

...  33!  ••• 

38 

...  52  . 

.  28 

Remarks: — Mean  max., 
mean  for  year,  46*25. 

52-8 ; 

mean  min 

.,  39-7; 

CSigned)  Thomas  Gibbs. 
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